Serum antibodies and loss of periodontal bone in patients with rheumatoid arthritis.
The number of teeth, % of alveolar bone loss, serum IgG, and serum antibodies to Bacteroides gingivalis, Capnocytophaga ochracea and Eubacterium saburreum were recorded in 37 patients diagnosed with rheumatoid arthritis (RA) and in an age- and sex-matched control group of 37 individuals free from RA. The RA group had a significantly increased loss of teeth and loss of alveolar bone compared to the control group. The RA patients also had a significantly increased level of serum IgG. In the total material, 26% of the variation in loss of alveolar bone was accounted for by age, diagnosis of rheumatoid arthritis, and levels of antibodies against B. gingivalis and E. saburreum. In the RA group, 48% of this variation was accounted for by age, total serum IgG and IgG antibodies to B. gingivalis and E. saburreum.